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The lecture of Hazrat Moulana Ibrahim Devla Saheb addressing the Ulama. 
Respected brothers and dear listeners: indeed you have been blessed with a great 
bounty by Allah SWT, and that is the bounty and blessing of 'ilm (knowledge). You 
have been linked to this knowledge, Imam Ghazali RA has said that 'ilm and imaan are 
two such blessings of Allah SWT which are worthy of great appreciation. 

The world will not come to an end so long as there are traces of 'Ilm and Imaan on 
this earth, and when these traces are not to be found, this world will come to an end. 
Without doubt 'Ilm is the reason for this world not coming to an end, for as long as 
there remains a person on this earth who remembers Allah, this world will not come 
to an end, and this is the purpose of 'Ilm and Imaan, that Allah should be 
remembered. 

One of the requirements of a blessing from the Almighty is that one should be 
grateful and appreciative. Allah mentioned to Moosa AS when he was given the Torah 
jjjSUlt t> liliui U iii jj liluik-at j^jthat: O Moosa! We have given you 


the Torah, we have selected you to convey our message, I have selected you to speak 
to me directly, and therefore you should be from amongst the grateful. In a similar 
manner Adam AS was also from amongst the selected servants of Allah as Allah 

mentions in a verse of the Qur'an: ^jTi>W>li)l J 

In the same way you should also extrapolate that you have been selected for this 
environment and society, this was no coincidence as everything happens by the 
decree of Allah SWT. If one can understand this, then Insha Allah the zeal and 
enthusiasm will be felt for this task. 

The meaning of knowledge is fulfilling ones responsibilities, and the requirements for 
being grateful and appreciative is that one should fulfil his responsibilities with 
consistency and punctuality. The manner to do so is that one should make himself 
compliant to his knowledge and not vice versa. The meaning of you being compliant 
to your knowledge is that the fear of 
Allah should be created within you. 

Fearing Allah is a distinctive quality, which is the effect of 'Ilm The verse l> ■*' 
tUkll ojU^is on our tongues. 
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And this is the unique effect of knowledge that it creates (fear), which means to 
fear something because of its magnificence and not because one is frightened by it. A 
person fears a snake, scorpion, thief, and enemy etc not because of its magnitude. 

The position of prophethood 

Nabi SAW was given the knowledge of the former and the latter. He was blessed 
with the knowledge of every aspect of Deen whether it was regarding beliefs, 
interaction, dealings, and etiquettes. He had complete knowledge with regards to 
every aspect of Deen even though he was given title of 

The outcome of this knowledge was that the Prophet SAW said: from amongst you I 
am the one who fears Allah the most. 

One fears Allah SWT due to His magnificence with knowledge, and the result of this 
fear should be that with regards to every ruling one should turn to Allah as there is 
none who is greater than He. Therefore whenever Nabi SAW was faced with an 
adversity he would proceed to the Masjid. 

The influence of knowledge is that it creates the fear of Allah within oneself, and for 
every ruling he makes himself subservient to his knowledge like those skilled with a 
certain occupation will comply with the requisites of that occupation. He will not do 
as he wishes because this will spoil the result of his work. A driver obeys the rules of 
driving, as a small error will result in a bad outcome. 

The fear of Allah should be created by knowledge, because the prophets were not 
given knowledge to build this world, rather they were given a knowledge which 
teaches us to fulfil our rights, as this world has been created where rights should be 
fulfilled and the hereafter is a place for recompense. This is the system of Allah SWT 
that if one fulfils his rights in this world he will be rewarded for it in the hereafter, 
and the one who violates the rights of people will be punished in the hereafter. 

The reason for revelation on the prophets was not to build the world as that will be 
done by the people. This world is a place for one to fulfil his rights and the people are 
unaware about this, therefore Allah made the people aware by means of the 
prophets. 

The first right is for Allah, that one should recognise Him by bringing Imaan in Him, 
affirming His oneness, worship Him alone, and not ascribe any partner to him. Once 
the Prophet SAW asked Hazrat Mu'aaz (R.A) jill (Jls ?jill La ^Lua U 

Vj jil o' O Mu'aaz, do you know what is the right of Allah? He replied: 
Allah and his Prophet know best. The Prophet of Allah said: 'It is to worship Allah 
without ascribing any partner to him'. The rights of the prophets come after 
recognizing Allah, that one should acknowledge their prophethood. The summary of 
their rights is that one should obey Allah. This is the main purpose of them being 
sent just as mentioned in a verse ■*' VI J Uj that the prophets 

have been sent so that may give a lesson on the obedience of Allah. One should 
adopt the ways of the prophets in the obedience of Allah. 
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The end result of this knowledge is the obedience of Allah shown to us by the 
prophets. 

• What should the effect of this knowledge be? 

The first distinctive quality of this knowledge is fear. The second quality is Taqwa. 
Taqwa is a force which stops man from sinning, which means that one will abstain 
from all the prohibited when the fear of Allah is created in his heart. The knowledge 
that the Prophet SAW gave the Sahaabah was combined with Taqwa. 

If one studies the life of all our pious predecessors, he would find that their 
knowledge was combined with Taqwa. This should be the demand of knowledge that 
an 'Alim (scholar of deen) should be a god-fearing person. At times a scholar can be a 
sinner too and the scholars of the Bani Israeel are a great example of this, as is 
mentioned in a verse of the Qur'an j that majority 

were such that their knowledge were combined with vice, and a hand full of them 
were guided. The reason for this was that their knowledge was subservient to them. 

The knowledge that the Sahaabah were given was combined with Taqwa, so that 
they may safeguard the boundaries and rights of Allah, as well as the rights of the 
people. 

Sahabah were divinely bestowed with the quality of Taqwa. That is why they were 
adherent to the demands of etiquettes and actions. They would dare not raise their 
voices in the company of the Prophet. Allah boasts of them in the Quran, "These are 
the people whose lives Allah made exclusive for the quality of Taqwa." The demand 
of knowledge is thus; that the fear of Allah be created in the heart so that the 
fulfilment of the Creator's and creation's responsibilities become easy. 

The quality of Taqwa and fearing Allah leads a person towards the hereafter. Hadrat 
Sheik Maulana Zakaria (R.A) has mentioned in great detail regarding the traits and 
characteristics of the Ulema of the hereafter. They are those who are adherent to 
the demands of knowledge while carrying out their responsibilities. Because this 
knowledge entails Taqwa and fearing Him, our pious predecessors would always 
tread the path of Azeemat. They would always opt for the highest degree of Amal, 
obedience and sacrifice. This is the legacy we have to adopt. 

When Sahabah would go to the people of this world, they would say, "Qur aim is the 
hereafter. We have neither come to observe your worldly accomplishments nor to 
derive any benefit from it. Rather we have come in an effort to fulfill the duty of the 
Imaan that we have been gifted with. This is the purpose of Dawat. Every person 
should make his hereafter with whatever asset he has been bestowed with. This was 
the message that the people of Musa(A.S) told Qarun, 
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"Seek your hereafter in whatever Allah has bestowed you with." This verse is universal 
with regards to its meaning. It advocates every person to seek the hereafter with the 
ability he has been gifted with. An Aalim has been gifted with knowledge and so, through 
teaching and propagating, he should seek his hereafter. The wealthy have been granted 
wealth. They should spend their wealth in the path of Allah and seek their hereafter. 

The healthy, by virtue of their health, worship of Allah , serve the creation, and make 
their hereafter. The leaders, by virtue of their status and leadership, should make their 
hereafter. This verse contains a very great lesson. Although the literal mention is made of 
Qarun, the message of this verse is not exclusive to him but it is general for all. The 
essence of this verse is that all those who possess any ability or talent from Allah, should 
utilise it to make his hereafter. Thus, the demand of knowledge is also the same. 

We have to develop depth in knowledge. Abdullah bin Mas'ud (A.S) said that the 
companions of the Prophet possessed depth in their knowledge. Their knowledge was 
not shallow and trivial. In fact, because of their in-depth knowledge and adherence to it, 
they successfully managed to guide people. They enjoined people to become lanterns of 
guidance, springs and fountainheads of wisdom and live a life of simplicity. "O' peoplel If 
you become lanterns of guidance and springs of knowledge and wisdom, your actions 
and statements will be sufficient for the guidance of humanity." 

Ahlaas is the plural form of Mils which means a rug or a canvas. In the olden days, they 
used to hang the sack of rice on their doors. When the sack of rice would get empty, they 
would place it under their doors and use it as a rug to wipe their feet prior to entering 
their homes. In the Urdu language, this rug is known as Taat. Nowadays, this has no 
longer remained the trend and that is why it is difficult for us to comprehend such 
examples. Since there is simplicity in a rug, the analogy of the Sahabi is to advise people 
to live a life of simplicity. In addition, simplicity leads one towards Sunnah. The more a 
person will inculcate simplicity in his life, the easier his life will be and the closer he will 
be to Sunnah. This was the advice regarding marriage as well. The simpler a marriage will 
be, the closer it will be to Sunnah, or else it will be a mere show. 

In explaining the demand of knowledge, the Sahabi advised people to become lanterns 
of guidance, propagators of knowledge and wisdom and to lead simple lives. Through 
this, it will become easy for one to practice upon his knowledge. If lavishness and 
extravagance will substitute simplicity, then to practice upon one's knowledge will 
become increasingly difficult. 

Through Yaqeen (conviction) and practice, a person will become subservient to the 
knowledge that Allah has favoured him with. Hence, one should inculcate the Yaqeen 
(conviction) that this knowledge demands. Furthermore, this Yaqeen (conviction) will not 
be achieved without effort. In whichever avenue a person channels his effort, he will 
inculcate within him the Yaqeen (conviction) of that avenue. Every person exerts himself 
in the field he wishes to attain. A businessman exerts himself in business, a worker in his 
work, a student in his studies and a doctor in his profession. If we wish to attain Jannah, 
we will have to go out in the path of Allah and exert ourselves to attain it. 
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How are These qualities created and their benefits. 

A person molds his life in accordance to his beliefs. His actions will be a consequence 
to this as well. Regularity in virtuous actions inculcates good qualities in a person. 
Knowledge creates qualities such as God-consciousness, honesty, sympathy, and 
returning to Allah Ta'ala within a person. These are indeed qualities of the prophets. 
Allah Ta'ala has mentioned some qualities of the prophets in the Quran. Similarly, the 
prophets mentioned some qualities of Allah Ta'ala. Rasulullah (peace be upon him) 
has said: Allah Ta'ala has 99 names. Other than one, all remaining names describe 
various attributes and qualities of Allah. The attributes and qualities of Allah ta'ala 
are innumerable. These names should be learned and understood thereby creating 
consciousness of the majesty of Allah Ta'ala. Through majesty, love begins to grow. 
Love thereby facilitates obedience, jt 

Pondering over of the Quran reveals various qualities of the prophets. While 
upholding their knowledge and distinctive qualities, they remained connected to the 
people. This is what da'wah is - practicing knowledge to such an extent that it 
penetrates the essence of a person. When someone does excessive Zikr, he earns the 
title of a Zakir. Similarly, by perpetually speaking the truth he earns the title of a 
truthful person. By praying excessively, one is called a devout worshipper. 

My dear friends, knowledge is there to inculcate good qualities and this is the very 
object of knowledge. If this does not happen then effort will be made to make 
knowledge subservient to oneself, and when knowledge is made subservient then 
base desires are fulfilled by means of knowledge. The worst of the base desires is the 
love for status and honor just as knowledge created this in Shaytaan. This is the 
nature of knowledge that if it is used incorrectly the outcome will be incorrect. May 
Allah Ta'ala save us. My ustaad Moulana I'izaz Ali -who was an Ustaad at Darul Uloom 
Deoband - used to say that knowledge is such a thing that creates pride, this is 
strange indeed! Knowledge is the quality of Allah Ta'ala, if one does not control 
himself then knowledge will create pride in him. Rasulullah (peace be upon him) 
assimilated this knowledge to rain and Allah Ta'ala said: we granted everything life 
through water. A pleasant life is the actual life and that will be achieved by virtue of 
knowledge. Everyone has a share in knowledge therefore Rasulullah (peace be upon 
him) combined his knowledge with da'wah, as he (peace be upon him) acquired 
knowledge he began preaching it. 

This da'wah is calling towards Allah Ta'ala and calling towards Deen, similar to an 
invitation towards food and drink. This is not in the meaning of propaganda. 
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Rasulullah (peace be upon him) said that this was his responsibility j j 

Allah Ta'ala made Rasulullah (peace be upon him) a preacher of Deen, therefore he 
said that whatever knowledge I possess I should preach it and whosoever accepts my 
invitation, I will teach him Deen. Hidayat is not in my hands, I am a slave of Allah. 
Hidayat is in the hands of Allah Ta'ala therefore only He can make one achieve his 
goal. Rasulullah (peace be upon him) combined his knowledge with da'wah. Allah 
Ta'ala has revealed the truth and we have to create people who are desirous of this 
knowledge. People are not desirous of the realities (that are unseen) but people are 
desirous of the worldly things and that which is apparent. Like a child, he is desirous 
of sweets but takes no interest in learning, he has to be encouraged to learn or else 
he will become a loafer. Rasulullah (peace be upon him) merged his da'wah with 
good character just as he merged it with knowledge. Allah Ta'ala sent all the prophets 
with good character because character is related to the creation and to the esteemed 
qualities of Allah Ta'ala. Show your good character to Allah Ta'ala and to the people, 
by virtue of this you will gain acceptance. 

My dear brothers! There are three fundamentals in good character; justice, Ihsaan 
and eethaar (prioritizing others over oneself). We should deal justly with the servants 
of Allah Ta'ala therefore we should like that for others what we like for ourselves and 
we should dislike for others what we dislike for ourselves. There is one level of good 
character above this which is Ihsaan. Justice is compulsory and above this is Ihsaan. 
We are instructed to make Ihsaan with the creation. Ihsaan shouldn't only be done 
with those who do Ihsaan first as this is only a pay-back. Instead Ihsaan should be 
done with those who have wronged. The level above this is that of Eethaar. We find 
Eethaar in the lives of Rasulullah (peace be upon him) and the Ansaar. Eethaar means 
to forego one's rights and giving preference to others. These incidents of Eethaar are 
mentioned in Hayaatus Sahabah and by reading them one's Imaan is rejuvenated. 
Rasulullah (peace be upon him) said: I have been sent for the culmination of good 
character. Rasulullah's (peace be upon him) nation was illiterate and they were 
disbelievers, but they had some inherent good qualities; braveness, fulfilling 
promises, generosity, if they give their word it would be final. They would listen to 
the leader in every circumstance. The fundamentals of these qualities were found in 
Arabs. Rasulullah (peace be upon him) said I will culminate these characteristics. This 
is the importance of dawaah and etiquette. Pride is worse than kufr as the kufr of Iblis 
came from pride. 
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i> ij'^j jjSlAitj ^1 (2:34). He rejected the order of Allah, thinking himself to be 
too high and mighty to comply with such a command. In actuality, Iblis bore no 
superiority over Adam (alahi as-salam), despite the fact that he tried to prove himself 
as such. 

Bear in mind that he had full conviction in all the articles of faith. He believed that 
Allah Ta'ala was one. He believed in Jannah. He believed in Jahannam. In fact, he was 
in Jannah with Adam (alahi as-salam) and the angels. What deficiency could there 
then be in his conviction? However, due to arrogance, he did not benefit from his 
knowledge and conviction. 

There is a ma'thur Dua that reads: ^jj 

Abdullah bin Abbas(R.A) would do Dua saying "O Allah, give me such Iman that 
prevents me from getting sent back, and such conviction that will prevent me from 
ever falling into kufr thereafter, like Iblis and the scholars of Bani Israil. They had as 
much certainty that Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) was the final 
messenger as they recognized their own children. 

They knew of the veracity of Islam, yet are still considered to be kafir, despite their 
yaqin. Therefore, we should make Dua: 

jut j j Give me such mercy... 

From this Dua, we ask for such mercy that allows us to be steadfast on the orders of 
Allah, such that we attain honor in this world and the next. 

If we do not infuse our knowledge with obedience and submission, love of the Dunya 
will creep into our hearts. A hadith states: JS o^ij 

Wealth of this ephemeral world should be amassed through avenues of this world. To 
use ilm a tool to amass wealth of this world is a cardinal sin. 

An arrogant person finds it difficult to accept the truth. He instead obstinately clings 
to his own view. In the Dunya, a person becomes well known primarily through two 
things: 

1) 'ilm 

2) wealth 

After granting us knowledge, Allah Ta'ala ordered us to make our wealth subservient 
to our knowledge. If a person does not have this cognizance and instead solely loves 



and pursues wealth for its own sake, he is definitely on a road to destruction. There 
are three levels of love of wealth: 

1) Israf- to love wealth and spend excessively beyond necessities. 

2) Tabdhir - to spend on unnecessary things. 

3) Tana'um -spending in order to live a life of luxury. 

It is people of this third class who actively oppose the message of prophets and 
prevent it from spreading. Allah granted us knowledge so that we can lead our lives 
keeping all these boundaries and restrictions in mind. 

The first stage to achieving this is for every 'Alim to think himself to be subservient to 
the dictates of his 'llm. Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) said that after hearing the 
virtues of Tasbih Fatimi, he never missed reciting it. He did this despite the fact that 
Tasbih Fatimi is merely something that is Mustahab (recommended). There is no 
evidence of it being (fard) obligatory. There is a great lesson in this for us. We must 
always make ourselves a Tabi' of our llm, regardless if the action is Mustahab, 
Sunnah, or anything else. This strengthens the heart and creates A/ur within it. 

Alternatively, if we make our llm a Tabi' of our own whims and desires, we will begin 
to think ourselves to be great. This also creates jealousy. 

Both knowledge and wealth can create jealousy within a person's heart. A jealous 
person can never have sympathy for others. The remedy for jealousy to make 
excessive Dua for the person whom you are jealous of. Furthermore, you should go 
out of your way to be kind to that person. Arrogance is even worse than disbelief. 
Iblis's Kufr stemmed from arrogance. Allah Ta'ala described in Quraan. 

The effect of conviction and ethics in Dawat: 

Dear respected friends, two things are needed to be built for successful Dawat, 
Yaqeen (conviction) and Akhlaq (ethics). By making effort on commandments the 
conviction of commands will come, by making effort on money conviction of money 
will come and by making effort on land conviction of land will come. 
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So when a person makes an effort on commandments by learning, teaching and 
propagating them, then the conviction of commandments will come that the help of 
Allah will come through Salaah, calamities will be taken away through Sadaqah. Etc. 

It comes about Hadhrat Anas bin Malik (RA) that his land was affected by shortage 
of water, he went there and offered Salaah three or four times, a cloud appears in the 
sky and spreads and it started raining. He made Du'a to Allah Ta'ala and his need was 
fulfilled. All these type of things are called I'anah (help of Allah SWT), that if the work 
is going on its way, and it is accepted by Allah (SWT) than the help of Allah comes for 
the workers. When Allah Ta'ala helps Ambiya (AS) it is called M'ujizah, when he helps 
Auliya (friends) it is called Karamat and when he helps Saliheen (pious) it is called 
I'anah (help of Allah SWT). All these things are written in A'qaid books. 

When the efforts on commandments will be made, than the conviction of 
commandments will come, than a person's actions after becoming the follower of 
commandments will be according to the commandments. 

There was one blind Sahabi (RA), Who tied one rope from his place till the door, and 
he use to sit in his house, whenever he use to hear the voice of a needy person he 
use to go himself with the rope and give something to that person with his own 
hands. His sons asked him: let us do this work and you sit on your place, he replied: I 
have heard from Nabi (SAW) that to give a needy person from one's own hand saves 
a person from evil death. This is called conviction on promises of Allah. May Allah 
grant this to us all. 

Therefore, make effort on actions and commandments, so that the conviction will be 
made, and there after Dawat will become strong. One caravan was moving and the 
rain started, Ubai bin K'aab (RA) made Dua: O Allah! The rain is there for people's 
need, so it should continue but save my clothes and luggage from getting wet. When 
the caravan reached its destination, Hadhrat Umar (RA) saw that everyone is wet 
except Hadhrat Ubai, he asked him: your clothes are not wet? The reply was: Yes, I 
did make Du'a to Allah Ta'Iaa. This is called Du'a with Yaqeen (conviction). If we try to 
do the same thing it won't happen because something from inside is missing, hence it 
doesn't have the same effect. For example; if a high ranked officer signs the paper 
then the work is done, and if we try to do the same thing and sign it no work will get 
done because we are not on his level and post. He had first reached that post then his 
signature works. 
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